Flagstaff Arts and Leadership Academy

Technical Theatre

2016-17 Syllabus

Instructor: M. Levin

B Days, Block 4
Room 7

All assignments are posted on: http://www.fala.yolasite.com

E-mail: mlevin@flagarts.com
“It’s kind of fun to do the impossible”


-Walt Disney

"An actor without techies is a naked person standing in the dark trying to emote. A techie without actors is a person with marketable skills." 
- Mark Leslie

“Feverishly we cleared away the remaining last scraps of rubbish on the floor of the passage before the doorway, until we had only the clean sealed doorway before us. In which, after making preliminary notes, we made a tiny breach in the top left-hand corner to see what was beyond. Darkness and the iron testing rod told us that there was empty space. Perhaps another descending staircase, in accordance with the ordinary royal Theban tomb plan? Or maybe a chamber? Candles were procured – the all important tell-tale for foul gases when opening an ancient subterranean excavation – I widened the breach and by means of the candle looked in while Ld. C., Lady E., and Callendar with the Reises waited in ancient expectation. It was some time before I could see, the hot air escaping caused the candle to flicker.


There was naturally a short suspense for those present who could not see. When Lord Carnarvon said to me, ‘Can you see anything?’, I replied to him, ‘Yes, it is wonderful.’”



-Howard Crater, 1922

 taken from his personal diary

 Ashmolean Museum, Oxford
Course Description
Technical theatre is a year-long course designed for the student interested in the non-performance side of theatre. The class will focus both on design and construction in several areas. Units include set design, set construction and painting, lighting design, hang and focus, costume design and construction, stage makeup, and sound design. Some after school and evening/weekend work is required as productions approach. As part of the class you will be a part of the Technical Crew for the Production. This course will allow each student to choose an area of specialization and work on a higher level.
Course Objectives
The overall objective of this course is to introduce students to theatre and its components. By the end of the semester members of this class will be able to:

· identify and understand basic technical terminology
· become an expert in one or more areas of technical theatre
· become creative in the design process 
· develop the ability to analyze a piece of literature from a technical viewpoint 

· recognize technical theatre as an art form
· communicate through artistic design and design execution

· collaborate with others in problem-solving situations

· critique theatre and fine arts constructively

· take responsibility towards theatre and its components
What You Will Need:

Work Clothes—these need to be clothes that can get dirty, ripped, painted on, etc. Will you need these every day? No. So, you may bring in some grungy clothes and leave them backstage so you can change out when you want to.

Shoes—You must have close-toed shoes on work days. 

Notebook/Folder—you will need to have a notebook and a folder for this class. 
Course Evaluation and Assessments: Your grade will be comprised on the basis of the following criteria …
Informal Assessments: 40%

Participation

Attitude

Preparation

Progress/Rehearsals

Attendance
In-Class Assignments
Notebook: drawings, notes, moments of reflection and used as a production notebook. 
     You will need this at every session. 
Formanl Assessments: 60%

Performances
Presentations

Essays
Due to the nature of this class, the grading for a large portion of the work will be highly subjective. Students are encouraged to meet with the instructor to discuss his/her grade and course progress.
Participation will be a big factor for your grade in this class. Attendance is also a consideration as it is primarily a participatory class.
I will be taking notes on your work each session, week, quarter, and semester. Your participation grade will be based on the following:

Do you demonstrate.....

· a focused and positive attitude?

· sincere interest and effort to get to know and work cooperatively with all members of the crew?

· sensitivity and consideration of the efforts of other group members?

· full cooperation in whole-class reflective critiques of the work as it progresses?

· willingness to trust and be trusted? 
· to enable and reassure other members of the crew?

· awareness of the immediate environment, including respect for safety and classroom etiquette?

· personal monitoring of decision-making and outcomes to stay on the task at hand?

· focused personal reflection of progress in understanding concepts?

· attention to detail in assigned tasks?

· spontaneity, creativity, and resourcefulness in the application of specific concepts?

· listen to and incorporate direction?
Assignments: Throughout this course, assignments will be given to allow the student the opportunity to apply class material in a practical manner. These assignments are designed to incorporate facts, concepts and principles and apply them to more abstract and creative aspects of learning. Grading criteria for these assignments will be discussed in class and announced with each assignment
Theatre Notebook/Final Portfolio: The student’s Theatre Notebook/Final Portfolio should include all projects, assignments, and quizzes to display the student’s growth and development through the duration of the class. This must be turned in at the end of each semester. You will find if you remain organized throughout the course, this will not be a difficult task to complete.
It is highly recommended that you digitize your portfolio. If not, you will need a three ring binder, with a clear-sleeved cover, by the second week of class. This will be used for your portfolio.
Technical Crew Requirement: Each student enrolled in the Technical Theatre class can be a member of the technical crew for the productions for extra credit. Assignments will be made at a later date based on individual’s skills, interest, and schedules.
Attendance: since this is a participatory class, your attendance is crucial. If you miss work or a performances in class for whatever reason, you must obtain any notes, handouts, and assignments you may have missed – most of which will be posted online – and/or make it up by doing extra work, reports, etc. for the points. If the work is a group activity, you will be replaced after two days of absences. Above all.... This is an elective class - Don’t take this class unless you are will to give 100%.
Under FALA policy, if you are absent for ten classes during the course of a semester, you lose credit for the class. If you are absent five classes, there is the loss of one letter grade.
Be on time and participate: Time is precious in
a theatre class. Therefore, if you are late, you are not prepared and will result in the loss of participation points. Excessive tardies will not only cause you to lose points, but lunch detentions will also be given. I expect everyone to participate in any given activity, critique or performance. Failure to do so will result in a zero for the activity/performance or loss of participation points.
I expect that you will make a commitment to come to class prepared -- prepared means you've done the work and completed any assignments due.  

Written assignments must be neatly typed and are due at (or emailed to me by) the beginning of class. 

Quizzes are designed to help you learn and to test your learning. It is often at exam time that the big picture finally comes into focus.  Plus, exams help teachers assess how much you have learned.  Since all of you have different test-taking preferences, a variety of methods are used in assessments (multiple choice, true/false, fill-in, short answer, and essay). 

All course work will be graded using a point system. Final grades will be calculated by determining the percentage of points earned out of total possible points. The grade scale is as follows: 
A
90-100% Excellent work, far above expectations
B
80-89%  Good work, better than expected
C
70-79% Average work, completed as generally expected
D
60-69% Below expectation but passing
F
0-59% Unacceptable work, failing
Grading Points and Scale:

	Letter Grade
	Numerical Average
	Grade Point Value

	A+
	99-100
	4.0

	A
	93-98
	4.0

	A-
	90-92
	3.67

	B+
	87-89
	3.33

	B
	83-86
	3.0

	B-
	80-82
	2.67

	C+
	77-79
	2.33

	C
	73-76
	2.0

	C-
	70-72
	1.67

	D+
	67-69
	1.33

	D
	63-66
	1.00

	D-
	60-62
	0.67

	F
	Less than 60
	0.0


Test and Essay Re-take / Re-write Policy:  Across classes at FALA this year, we are introducing a new policy.  You have the right to re-take / re-write assessments or other grades from the “Formal” category of assignments.  

1)  You may re-take / re-write any “Formal” assignment / quiz.   There are two exceptions: 

1) your semester final assessment and 

2) any assignment that was initially turned in late.

2) Once you receive the graded assessment back from me, you have (2) calendar weeks to  complete the re-take / re-write process:  

· First, you must schedule a meeting with me to discuss why the grade was so low.  

· Second, you must attend the meeting with me.  

· Finally, you must re-take the assessment or re-write the assignment and turn it back in to me.  Re-take quizzes will be short essay format.  And remember, this must be completed within two weeks of the graded test/assignment first being returned to you. 
Due Dates: Complete all assignments on assigned due dates. If you are not able to do this, please see me before hand. I am mostly reasonable, however I am not fond of excuses. All assignments that are late, without prior notice, will result in a reduction of one letter grade for each day they are late with no exceptions. After a unit has ended, no assignments will be allowed to be turned in for credit.
Course Requirements/Policies: In general, students are referred to the Flagstaff Arts and Leadership Academy Student and Parent Handbook regarding policies on plagiarism, absenteeism, tardiness, and other matters of conduct.

Course Materials/Texts: You are responsible for acquiring a notebook which will be checked and graded throughout the class. Handouts and scripts will be distributed.

Text: Technical Theatre for Nontechnical People by Drew Campbell
Class Decorum:

· Absolutely no food during class.
· Please dress appropriately for theatre; we will be doing a lot of physical work.
· Please pick up after yourself.
· No sunglasses in the room.
· No gossip or foul language.
· I do not want to even see your cell phone out during class. 
· Please use the bathroom only when absolutely necessary.
Respect in this class is Key

This class is designed with creative thinkers in mind. Students will be asked to expand their

knowledge base and take creative risks. Everyone and their efforts need to be respected. The course will follow these simple guidelines:

· Each student deserves to feel safe and respected.

· Each student deserves a chance to speak and the opportunity to listen and learn without hindrance.

· Each student is responsible for his or her own actions.

· Disrespect in any form (disrespect of property, persons, privacy, etc.) will not be tolerated.
· When we are in the role of audience, we will be quiet and do our best to pay attention to those onstage. Do not disturb the player in anyway (walking, entering/exiting the room, whispering, planning, or just being non-responsive)
Based on the specific situation, disciplinary steps will generally be as follows:

First offense:

Warning with a student-teacher conference

Second offense:
Lunch Detention and parent contact

Third offense:

Meeting with the Director
A note on surroundings: 
The Room: NO FOOD, CANDY OR GUM!!! There is no need to keep the mice healthy! Keep the classroom clean. Put chairs back, throw away trash, and return props and tools to where they belong. Please be respectful of props, costumes, etc. 

Outdoors: If you are working outside, please let me know where you are. Make sure you are working. Trust is a factor here, do not break it. If you cannot be trusted outside to work, you will ONLY work in the room. 
In General: Please feel free to discuss any aspect of this course or any other matter with me. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to a new and exciting world. Theatre can pose as a wonderful opportunity for the development of your imagination and creativity. Please do not let this class intimidate you; we are all here to grow and learn together. This is a learning and open environment to be shared by all members of the class.
Content Coverage: There’s a lot of ground to cover so we all learn and understand each unit listed below. Then, we will apply the knowledge (preferably in an area of your passion) to productions. 
· Production Management

· The Design Process, Style Composition, Design and Color

· Scenic Design and Construction

· Tools and Material, the Shop, First Aid and Safety
· Scenic Productions and Scenic Painting Techniques

· Stage Lighting Design and Operation

· Sound Design

· Costume Design

· Stage Makeup Design

· Property Design and Construction
· Stage Management

· Publicity

