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Instructor: M. Levin
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Room 7 
All assignments are posted on: http://www.fala.yolasite.com

E-mail: mlevin@flagarts.com

“This is your life. You are a Seminole alligator wrestler. Half naked with your two bare hands, you hold and fight a sentence’s head while its tail tries to knock you over.”



-Annie Dillard

John Robin Baitz: I was just thinking that you still manage to write with some kind of miraculous hope.

Athol Fugard: You’ve got to. Implicit in the act of creation on the part of the artist is: I make it because I want to share it with you. At the end of my process you are waiting for me … Pascal says “Imagine a cell in darkness and the inmates of the cell are shackled together. Every morning at dawn, the door opens and the person at the end of the line is take out and executed and the door is closed. Those left behind read their fate in the opening and closing of the door every day. It is a metaphor of the human condition.” That is Pascal.


Camus comes to that paragraph and says, “There is no question about it – that is an image of the human condition. What do we do during those 24 hours between the opening and closing of the door? Do we cry? Or do we tap the next person in the chain and say ‘What’s you name? I’m Athol Fugard. Who are you?” And that’s how we create meaning. At the end of my process you are waiting. And that is the act of faith. That is the hope every artist has.

“Art is most pleasurable not when it closes us down, narrows our perceptions and sympathies, draws boundaries of appropriateness or goodness, but when it opens us up.”



-Charles L. Mee Jr. 

Course Description:

     Creative Writing II-IV is a course designed for the upper-level, serious student of writing. This class offers instruction in the writing of poetry, nonfiction, playwrighting, genre short fiction, and self-publishing/graphic arts. The study of each genre will begin with the discussion of the development of each style. The course is predominately run workshop style, with students keeping separate in-process and finished works portfolios used to record their progress as well as the final assessment. After intensive instructor-led practice in the writing process (including activities and exercises from each genre), students will guide their own process.

     Because the goals of this course are extremely ambitious, you should be prepared to commit substantial energy to it. That means coming to class prepared and ready to work. By the end of the course, you should feel confident in your ability to read critically, think analytically, and express you thoughts clearly convincingly, and creatively.
Course Rationale:

     Who will teach me to write? a reader wanted to know.

     The page, the page, that eternal blankness, the blankness of eternity which you cover slowly, affirming time's scrawl as a right and your daring as necessity; the page, which you cover woodenly, ruining it, but asserting your freedom and power and act, acknowledging that you ruin everything you touch but touching it nevertheless, because acting is better than being here in mere opacity; the page, which you cover slowly with the crabbed thread of your gut; the page in the purity of its possibilities; the page of your death, against which you pit such flawed excellences as you can muster all your life's strength; that page will teach you to write.

     There is another way of saying this. Aim for the chopping block. If you aim for the wood, you will have nothing. Aim past the wood, aim through the wood; aim for the chopping block.        -Annie Dillard

Go where you don't want to go. Go where you've never been because you've never thought of it before. Go where you're afraid to go because it will humble you. Transcend. The written word is power: power in ourselves and humankind. It can expose all those truths to our race which otherwise would go unseen. Somewhere in the inner-depths of the subconscious, that deep deep layer in the heart and soul and mind . . . that is where the great artist resides.

Course Objectives (representative): Students will …
· To grow as a writer, artist, and person.
· To support the writer in writing often and increasing those skills.
· Develop abilities to write creatively and expressively.

· Develop knowledge of creative writing and appropriate vocabulary for discussing creative writing.
· Recognize writing as a constructive, meaningful process.
· Recognize reading as an active, constructive process.
· Practice the behaviors of effective, strategic readers.
· To explore a variety of genres and styles (breaking the comfort zone).
· To adhere to form and be able to break that form.
· To demonstrate how writing practically goes out into the world.
· Identify and implement key elements necessary in writing description, narration, exposition, and persuasion.
· Identify and implement key elements used in playwriting and writing poetry.
· Compile a portfolio of various genres.
· Develop skills in revision, editing, and publishing their work.
· Recognize that talk is an important tool for communicating, thinking, and learning.
Course Evaluation and Assessments: "Good" and "poor" writing is totally – for the most part - subjective, in the mind of the reader. Therefore, evaluations will be made as follows:
Informal Assessments: 40%

· Journals: A percentage will be given for how many completed entries are done vs. how many are actually done.
· Quantitative assessments: For many assignments, you will be given a grade for completion. A check means the work is done, a check minus indicates you put minimal effort into the assignment and a zero means you did not complete the assignment. 
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Work points: This is an art class. In music, students play instruments; in dance, they dance; in here, you will write in order to hone your craft. Therefore, on the days where we work, I expect you to be working. I will maintain a log of work done (or not done) during the class period, when applicable. A total number of points will be given in each quarter. 

· Participation: Your voice needs to be heard by all. In workshop situations, you will be required to respond as a writer and a reader.

· Small projects

· Class activities

Formal Assessments: 60%

· Major writing assignments: A rubric will be handed out at the beginning of the unit as a guideline for grading. In general, major assignments will be graded on focus, content, organization, style and mechanics.
· Culminating Projects

· Presentations

· Essays
I expect that you will make a commitment to come to class prepared -- prepared means you've done the work, critiqued other people’s work, done your reading, and completed any assignments due.  

Written assignments must be neatly typed and are due at (or emailed to me by) the beginning of class. 

All course work will be graded using a point system. Final grades will be calculated by determining the percentage of points earned out of total possible points. The grade scale is as follows: 
A
90-100% Excellent work, far above expectations
B
80-89%  Good work, better than expected
C
70-79% Average work, completed as generally expected
D
60-69% Below expectation but passing
F
0-59% Unacceptable work, failing
Grading Points and Scale:

	Letter Grade
	Numerical Average
	Grade Point Value

	A+
	99-100
	4.0

	A
	93-98
	4.0

	A-
	90-92
	3.67

	B+
	87-89
	3.33

	B
	83-86
	3.0

	B-
	80-82
	2.67

	C+
	77-79
	2.33

	C
	73-76
	2.0

	C-
	70-72
	1.67

	D+
	67-69
	1.33

	D
	63-66
	1.00

	D-
	60-62
	0.67

	F
	Less than 60
	0.0


Test and Essay Re-take / Re-write Policy:  Across classes at FALA this year, we are introducing a new policy.  You have the right to re-take / re-write assessments or other grades from the “Formal” category of assignments.  

1)  You may re-take / re-write any “Formal” assignment / quiz.   There are two exceptions: 

1) your semester final assessment and 

2) any assignment that was initially turned in late.

2) Once you receive the graded assessment back from me, you have (2) calendar weeks to  complete the re-take / re-write process:  

· First, you must schedule a meeting with me to discuss why the grade was so low.  

· Second, you must attend the meeting with me.  

· Finally, you must re-take the assessment or re-write the assignment and turn it back in to me.  Re-take quizzes will be short essay format.  And remember, this must be completed within two weeks of the graded test/assignment first being returned to you. 
Class Activities: We will be covering a wide range of writing and reading this semester.  We will be writing in class quite a bit, so come ready to participate in the writing activities.  You will need to complete the assigned daily activities, even though not every one will be turned in right away.  Those assignments will add up.  You will also turn in those assignments at the end of the quarter and semester in your portfolio. 
PLAGIARISM is a serious offense in any class, but especially in creative writing.  Plagiarism: is when you take somebody else’s ideas and/or writings and try to pawn them off as your own.  DON’T try it.  Please note that this is different than stealing.
Due Dates: As a writer, your due dates are known as deadlines and must be met. Complete all assignments on or before due dates. If you are not able to do this, please see me before hand, I am reasonable. All assignments that are late, without prior notice, will result in a reduction of one letter grade for each class day they are late . . . no exceptions! Once a unit is completed, late work for that unit will only be accepted for one week following the final evaluation for the unit. 

Course Requirements/Policies: In general, students are referred to the Flagstaff Arts and Leadership Academy Student and Parent Handbook regarding policies on plagiarism, absenteeism, tardiness, and other matters of conduct.
Attendance: Attend class daily. The bulk of the course is a workshop. Because we will be doing so much of our work in class and in small groups, other writers will be depending on your input.  During classes, I will collect papers and/or record (for a grade) where you are at in the writing process.  If for some reason you must miss class, YOU are responsible for obtaining any notes, handouts, and assignments you may have missed. I will always have extras but you must request them from me. If you miss an exam, you must arrange for a make-up.

Tardiness: As a courtesy to the community, please be here on time without excuse. 
Course Materials:

You are responsible for acquiring a journal and a notebook (to keep notes/handouts).

An open mind and the will to develop your creativity.
A sampling of the textbooks used for this course:

Bird by Bird by Anne Lamott

Working Words: The Process of Creative Writing by Wendy Bishop


The Writer’s Path: A Guidebook for Your Creative Journey by Todd Walton and Mindy 

Toomay


Writing Alone, Writing Together by Judy Reeves

Class Decorum:


-Absolutely no food during class.


-Please pick up after yourself.


-No sunglasses.


-Please use the bathroom only when absolutely necessary.

Respect in this class is Key

This class is designed with creative thinkers in mind. Students will be asked to expand their

knowledge base and take creative risks. Everyone and their efforts need to be respected. The course will follow these simple guidelines:

· Each student deserves to feel safe and respected.

· Each student deserves a chance to speak and the opportunity to listen and learn without hindrance.

· Each student is responsible for his or her own actions.

· Disrespect in any form (disrespect of property, persons, privacy, etc.) will not be tolerated.
· Be respectful of other people’s works.  When we are sharing our writing with each other, be courteous, listen, and only laugh when it’s funny.  
What is Expected of me in Creative Writing?
· Read, write, read, write.

· Demand excellence from yourself and those around you.

· Write outside of class.

· Be willing to accept criticism intended you help you grow as a writer.
· A strong, independent work ethic.
Okay, So What Will Creative Writing Do for Me?

· You’ll come to know more about yourself (strengths, weaknesses, talents).
· Learn the difference in writing for yourself versus writing for others.
· Invariably, you will become a better writer through practice and finding out what works for you and what doesn’t.

· Pride in accomplishing projects that will stay with you for the rest of your life.

· Learn the technique and form of a variety of poetic styles.

· Learn to express yourself clearly and creatively.

· Use language to its max.

· And, yes, it will all be more fun than we should be allowed to have at school.
Syllabus for Fall 2016
Unit 

Time Frame


Topic



1

August
/September

The Writing Process – Getting Back to Center






Poetry
2

Oct./Nov./Dec.

Adaptation
Syllabus for Spring 2017
4

January/February

Playwriting: Fringe Nine
5

March/April


Fiction
6

May



Zine/Multi-Genre



